
Greetings from the girls and teachers of Proximos
Pasos girls school in Santa Maria de Jesus!  We
all want to say thank you to the Lord for another
blessed year of education and ministry at our
school.  Many of you visited and ministered at
Proximos Pasos this past year in teams with
Mission Impact.  Those times were a gift from
God for us. Many lives were touched through
construction, medical and dental clinics, working
with the girls and their parents, classroom
support, and encouraging our teaching staff.

Highlights from 2009:

This year we had 105 girls in first through sixth
grade taught by our six dedicated teachers. Eight
girls graduated from the 6th grade this past
October in a special celebration service.   We
were filled with joy because the girls reached
a goal not only in graduating and learning special
skills such as cooking and sewing, but most
importantly having learned and experienced the
love of God found in Jesus!

One big blessing was the construction of the
multi-purpose room and future location of the
kitchen on the third floor.  This area has been
used for family and parent meetings, devotionals,
and other activities such as the first family night
spaghetti dinner where 350 people attended.

One church team brought funds to buy the school

a used commercial stove that we use for our
cooking classes and for preparing meals for
special occasions.

Another blessing was the instalation of four solar
water heaters which provide energy to utilize
the showers with warm water to carry out our
hygiene program of head-lice washings as well
as frequent showering for the girls.

Funds were given again for the purchase of milk
for the girls. This glass of milk adds to their
overall health and ability to learn better. Many
of our girls come to school each morning without
having any breakfast.

We thank you for your prayers and financial
support for four-year-old Katherine, sister of
first grader Jennifer Beatriz, who received a
heart operation and is now enjoying good health!
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Merry Christmas!
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Funds were donated to buy text books for the
girls, which has helped the teachers better
prepare their lessons for the students, and tables
were built especially for the first grade classes
as well as large cabinets for each classroom.

In early October the teachers, students, and
parents took a missionary trip to the village of
Taguayní de Zacapa. This part of Guatemala is
in a drought and has been suffering greatly.
Proximos Pasos collected food and clothing for
90 families and we went prepared with
evangelistic activites for the children and adults
of that village.  We shared and we learned!  We
were reminded that the faithfulness of God is
always present in our lives, His blessings are
innumerable, and that we should share with
those in need.

Prayer Requests for the New Year:

o Wisdom from Heaven as we prepare for an 
anticipated larger enrollment.

o Funds to finish the flooring for the second 
and third floor.

o The equipping of our kitchen with a used or 
new commercial refrigerator.

o Twenty more girls sponsored monthly through
the Sowing Hope program.

o The love of Jesus Christ would shine more 
and more in Santa Maria de Jesus.

We are so grateful to our Heavenly Father for
His provision and call on the lives of our girls
and their families.  We also know that the Lord
is using our Proximos Pasos friends and supporters
in North America to make this ministry possible.
 Thank you!  Have a special Christmas and New
Year's as we together reflect on His goodness.

In His Service,
Mirna Perez on behalf of all the girls and staff
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